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                                          CITY OF PLYMOUTH
201 S. Main

Plymouth, MI 48170
www.ci.plymouth.mi.us

ZONING BOARD OF APPEALS - REGULAR MEETING MINUTES
Thursday, April 7, 2016

1. - Meeting called to order at 7:00 P.M. by Chairman Devine

2. - ROLL CALL

MEMBERS PRESENT: Kara Giummo, Dan Mooney, Gloria Poirier, Josh Birk,
and Mike Devine

ALTERNATES PRESENT: Scott Silvers, Ed Krol

OTHERS PRESENT: John Buzuvis, Comm. Dev. Director

3. - APPROVAL OF MINUTES
A motion was made by Comm. Giummo, supported by Comm.  Birk  to approve the 
regular minutes of March 3, 2016 as presented.
MOTION CARRIED UNANIMOUSLY.

4. - APPROVAL OF THE AGENDA:
A motion was made by Comm .  Poirier  and supported by Comm.  Giummo  to 
approve the agenda. 
MOTION CARRIED UNANIMOUSLY.

5. – Old Business:
NONE

6. – New Business:
Z16-02 758 N. Holbrook

Non-Use Variance Requested
Side Yard Setbacks
Zoned: RT-1, Two Family Residential
Applicant: Dewayne White

Dewayne White , applicant, presented  his case.  He stated that he wished to tear down the 
existing home and build two single family homes.  Mr. White said that by ordinance he must 
provide two ten foot side yard setbacks.  He said that he is allowed to build single-family 
homes but the setback prevents him from reasonably doing so. Mr. White said that this 
construction would be stable for the community and there are 5 single family homes across 
the street from the proposed development. 

Public Comment
Ed Krol,  1108 Beech, asked if it would be the same home on both properties. He asked if the 
lot split had been approved by the city.  He asked about the trees that are on the property 
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line.  He was in favor of the development.
Mark Oppat, 253 Blanche, discussed the proposed front porches and believed that many of 
the homes that were built on Holbrook do not fit the character of Old Village.  
Scott Silvers, 883 Sutherland,  Planning Commission Liaison,  discussed front porches and 
spoke of the Planning Commission’s revision to the ordinance.

Board Discussion
The board discussed the lot split and how single family residential is allowed under the RT-1.
Chairman Devine believed single family residential was the highest and best use for the 
property.  He asked about the impact on the apartment building to the south.
Comm. Mooney spoke about the Old Village area and complying with the setbacks of R-1.
Comm. Birk agreed with the shift towards single-family residential, but wondering if 
permitting this change to the zoning was in the purview of the ZBA. 
The board discussed the porch and walkability.

Motion
A motion was made by Comm. Mooney, supported by Comm. Poirier, to  approve Z16-02, 758 
N. Holbrook,  as presented  based on finding of fact that the underlying zoning district allows 
single family residential and the proposed development complies with the setbacks of the R-1 
district.
YES Birk, Giummo, Mooney, Poirier, Devine
NO None
MOTION APPROVED UNANIMOUSLY

Z16-03 1240 Fairground
Non-Use Variance Requested
Front Yard Setbacks
Zoned: R-1, Single Family Residential
Applicant: Marie Everitt

Marie Everitt, applicant, presented her case. She said that because her house is on a  cul-de- 
sac  a usable porch is impossible to construct without a variance.  Ms. Everitt said the 
ordinance prevents them from putting a porch with a usable depth. She explained that the 
variance would do substantial justice to the rest of the street by encouraging social 
interaction and walkability.  The intent of the project is to keep in character with the 
neighborhood.  She explained that the unique circumstances are the curved lot and where the 
house sits.

Public Comment
Joseph Donnahee, 1245 Fairground, letter in support of the project.
Shaun Taft, 1205 Fairground, spoke in support of the project and having a usable front porch.

Board Discussion
Comm. Giummo said the curve creates a hardship.
Chairman Devine  agreed and said the tight radius makes it an odd shaped lot.   He believe s   the 
size of the porch contributes to the emphasis on walkability.

Motion
A motion was made by Comm. Poirier, supported by Comm. Giummo, to approve Z16-03, 
1240 Fairground, as presented for a two foot variance for the front porch based on finding of 
fact that the property is irregular and the curved property line is unique and that the 
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proposed portion of the addition that requires a variance is a covered porch that enhances 
the walkability of that street.  
YES Birk, Giummo, Mooney, Poirier, Devine
NO None
MOTION APPROVED UNANIMOUSLY

7. Reports and Correspondence:
NONE

A motion was made by Comm. Mooney, supported by Comm. Poirier, to adjourn.
MOTION CARRIED UNANIMOUSLY.

Meeting adjourned at 7:38 p.m.

Respectfully Submitted,

Greta Bolhuis,
Community Development Coordinator


